Simple outline of the progress of an undefended divorce through the Court
The Divorce Petition, original marriage certificate, Statement of Reconciliation (if legally
Documents
prepared

represented) and Court fee of £550 are sent to the Court.

The Court processes the papers received, puts the Court seal (stamp) on the Petition and
sends to the other party (Respondent) a copy of the Divorce Petition, a form for the
Respondent to complete and return to the Court (Acknowledgment of Service) and a Notice
Divorce Petition

explaining the time scales in which the Respondent must do this.
The Respondent returns the

Nothing happens automatically

Acknowledgement of Service to Court. This

if the Respondent does not

should be done within 8 days of receiving
Respondent
confirms

the Petition. The Court puts its seal on it
and sends on to Petitioner / their Solicitor.

Respondent
fails to
confirm

complete his Acknowledgment
of Service. Professional advice
is required on your options.

The Petitioner completes a Statement in Support of the Divorce Petition, confirming
everything in their Petition is true. That Statement is returned to the Court with an
Application for
Decree Nisi

application asking the Court to consider all the paperwork and set a date for Decree Nisi.

The Court considers the paperwork and if satisfied the marriage has broken down for the
reasons set out in the petition sends out to both parties a Certificate of Entitlement to a
Certificate of
Entitlement

Decree which will specify the date on which the Court will make Decree Nisi.

On the specified date Decree Nisi will be made. This Decree does not end the marriage, but
confirms that the Court is satisfied the marriage has broken down for the reasons set out in
Decree Nisi

the Divorce Petition.

Six weeks after Decree Nisi, Decree Absolute can be applied for. Decree Absolute ends the
marriage. You will be given advice on whether or not it is appropriate to apply for Decree
Decree Absolute
ends marriage

Absolute at this point or once a Financial Settlement has been achieved.
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